
Presbytery News 

4th September 2026 

Tribute to Victor Laidlaw 
I was greatly saddened to hear this week of the death of Rev  
Victor Laidlaw. I first met Victor when he was one of the  
assessors at my selection school for the ministry in 1995 but  
got to know him when I arrived in Dunfermline Presbytery where 
he had retired with his wife Shiela after a 33 year long ministry in 
St Catherine’s Argyll in Edinburgh. Victor was unfailingly  
supportive, helpful, generous with his time, and in all he did his 
deep faith showed through. He was Moderator of Dunfermline 
Presbytery in 2014 to 2015 and a well known preacher around 
the pulpits of the town. 

His service of thanksgiving will be at St Andrew’s East Church in 
Dunfermline on Friday 11th September  at 11.30 following a  
private cremation service. The 11.30 service will be streamed 
and details will follow. 

Alec Shuttleworth 

Presbytery Clerk 

Fife Presbytery is called to meet for ordinary business 
on Saturday 19th September 2026 at 10am in Heart of 
Fife Church (St Margaret’s),  
228 Woodside Road, Glenrothes, KY7 5HD. 

We will constitute with worship at 10am, with tea and 
coffee available from 9.30am. A reminder that  
lunches are not provided so Presbyters should bring 
their own, however tea and coffee will be served over 
the lunch time break. 

The meeting will also be streamed at this link. 

The papers for this meeting will be sent out ahead of 
time by email to all Presbyters. If you are unable to 
attend the meeting, send note of your  apologies to 
Evelyn at: econnell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

September Presbytery Meeting 
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Please send any articles and photos or flyers 

to be included in the Presbytery Weekly 

News or on the Facebook Page to Evelyn at: 

fife@churchofscotland.org.uk 
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Great North Run Fundraiser 

Back in May we had a piece regarding a great north run fundraiser 
to be held by Howard Stevens in support of Christian Aid. The run is 
coming up soon, and he has a few words about it here: 

“As you may know I am doing the Great North Run on Sunday 13th 
September to raise money for Christian Aid. I have a target of £395 
to raise and I wondered if some of the folk who get the newsletter 
would consider making a donation. My Enthuse giving page is 
 https://ajbellgreatnorthrun2026.enthuse.com/pf/howard-stevens. 

My story is that I received an email from Christian Aid as I am a sup-
porter of the charity. They asked if anyone wanted to do the run and 
I applied. To my surprise they said yes so I agreed to do it. I have 
never run a distance race before so I am having to do quite a lot of 
training to get fit enough to complete the run which I am quite en-
joying. It is a half marathon i.e. 13 miles and is held in Newcastle. I am looking forward to it and my family is going 
to come and support me on my run. However, the main aim of doing the run is to raise money for Christian Aid and 
any donation, no matter how small, would be greatly appreciated.” 



Are you an admin wizard, with social media skills? 

Do you understand, enjoy and have a mind for how 
Facebook works? 

We are looking for a volunteer from within Presbytery to 
manage and keep the Presbytery Facebook Page up-to-date.  

If you’d be interested please contact the Presbytery Office - 
Fife@churchofscotland.org.uk 

facebook.com/ FifePresbytery 

Presbytery Facebook 
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Freuchie Church Hall from 2pm till 4pm 

Friday 18th September 

Friday 16th October (For CHAS) 

        Entry is by donation 

Fife Eden Tay Parish  
Monthly Afternoon Teas  

Volunteer needed for Presbytery Newsletter 
As you may be aware, the Fife Presbytery Weekly Newsletter has been produced by Stewart Lennon for the 
past year. 

After much thought, Stewart has decided he will be stepping back from the role of producing the newsletter 
from mid-September, as he is returning to his studies and will no longer have the time to commit to the  
newsletter. 

We are looking for someone who is willing to volunteer as the new editor for the Presbytery Newsletter.  
If you, or someone you know, is interested, please email Evelyn at econnell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

We wish Stewart the best in his studies, and hold him in our prayers! 
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The Safeguarding Training dates for 
September and October are coming 
up. Here is a reminder of the dates, 
times and locations for each  
session. 

If you have any queries about which 
courses are the right ones, please 
just email me. The online courses 
are made available to Fife attendees 
before being offered more widely on 
the Safeguarding website.  
All training must be updated at least 
every 5 years. 

Thank you for all your support for 
safeguarding, and if I can help with 
anything, please just get in touch. 

Kindest regards, Shiela Boyd 

September    

Tuesday 8th Introductory 7.00pm - 9.00pm Online 

Saturday 19th 

(SEATS STILL 

AVAILABLE) 

Trustee 9.45am - 

12,00pm 

St Columba’s 

Dunfermline 

October    

Wednesday 7th Trustee 7.00pm - 9.00pm Online 

Monday 12th 

(SEATS STILL 

AVAILABLE) 

Advanced 7.00pm - 9.15pm Online 

Monday 19th 

(SEATS STILL 

AVAILABLE) 

Introductory 7.00pm - 9.00pm Auchterderran 

Church 

Monday 26th 

(SEATS STILL 

AVAILABLE) 

Trustee 7.00pm - 9.00pm Auchterderran 

Church 

Safeguarding Training Calendar—Autumn 2026 
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Presbytery of Fife, Presbytery Office, Wellesley Centre, Wellesley Road, Methil, KY8 3PD  
Office: 01333 400191  Mobile: 07340 461921 

Email: fife@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Charity No. SC050563 

Dates for your diary 

Weekly Prayer 
We give thanks, Creator God, for the stubborn beauty and ruggedness of the world – 

for soil that still yields, for bees that still find flowers, 
for the rocks that bear us, 

for the kindness of strangers and the courage of campaigners. 
We give thanks for those who relate to the Earth with love and with science and with faith – 

for eco-congregations who refuse to look away, 
for farmers and foresters and climate scientists, 

for the young people who march and the elders who remember. 
We give thanks that the Light still shines in the darkness, 

that the Word still speaks in wind and water, 
that we are held, even now, in the One in whom we live and move and have our being. Thanks be to God. 

We pray for a world in crisis and a Church learning to respond. 
We pray for communities on the frontlines of climate change – 

for those losing land to rising seas, for those whose harvests fail in drought, 
for those displaced by floods and fires they did nothing to cause. 

May our advocacy be as loud as our prayer. 
We pray for our political leaders – 

for courage to act beyond the next election cycle, 
for wisdom to choose justice over short-term growth, 

for ears open to the cry of the Earth and the cry of those with lived experience of poverty, 
which are so often one cry. 

We pray for Eco-Congregation Scotland and congregations like us – 
may our buildings, our budgets, and our voices reflect the values we profess. 

May we be communities of genuine belonging – 
belonging to this earth, belonging to each other, belonging to You. 

We pray for the more-than-human world: 
for species on the edge, for rivers running low, for soils stripped bare. 

May we be part of their healing, not the continuation of their harm. 
Hear our prayer. 

        From.Church.of.Scotland 
Amen 

 

Saturday 19th September : 10am 
September Presbytery Meeting 

Morning Conference Session followed by Business Session 
 

Saturday 21st November 2026 : 10am 
November Presbytery Meeting 

Communion Service followed by Business Session 


