
Board of Management Meeting 
The Board of Management will be meeting by Zoom on Wednesday 
26th August at 7pm. 

Our agenda is short with Finance and Safeguarding both reporting 
formally. 
 On the property side we have two church disposals to consider at Leslie Trinity and Auchtertool (per PMP) and 
some boiler costs for St Kenneth's.   
 There are also some significant roof repair costs for Dunfermline Abbey which we will bring to Presbytery next 
month, but which are already under discussion with the GTs, because of the significance of that building and its 
history.   

21st August 2026 

Presbytery Gazette 

Fife Presbytery is called to meet for ordinary business on Saturday 
19th September 2026 at 10am in Heart of Fife Church (St Margaret’s),  
228 Woodside Road, Glenrothes, KY7 5HD. 

We will constitute with worship at 10am, with tea and coffee available 
from 9.30am. A reminder that lunches are not provided so Presbyters 
should bring their own, however tea and coffee will be served over the 
lunch time break. 

The papers for this meeting will be sent out ahead of time by email to 
all Presbyters. If you are unable to attend the meeting, send note of 
your  apologies to Evelyn at: econnell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

September Presbytery Meeting 

Fife Presbytery's Ecumenical Task Group has worked with the  
Mission Director to plan a family fun day this Sunday, 23rd August,  
1-4pm, in Riverside Park in Glenrothes, next to the playpark and  
cycle track.  
It is an event for all ages supported by different denominations.   
There will be children's crafts and activities, including a bouncy 
MEGA slide, creative prayer opportunities and an organised walk  
to the labyrinth led by Rev Simon Hesset, Pilgrim Pastor.  
There will be a short closing worship service.  Please bring along  
a picnic lunch.  

If it is raining, the event will take place in Heart of Fife: St Columba's 
church.  

Family Fun Day - This Sunday! 

mailto:econnell@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Tribute to Mr Robin Arnott 
It is with great sadness we pass on the news that Robin Arnott died on Tuesday 11th August 2026 at Victoria 
Hospice after a short illness.  

Robin was part of the Church of Scotland all of his life, from growing up in the Kirk in Lochgelly, to Youth  
Council and General Assembly and settling in Dalgety Parish Church, an active member, and Elder.   

Robin was ordained as an Elder in Dalgety in 1974 and set apart as a Reader in 1978. He served both Kirk  
Session, Parish, Presbytery and the National Church well all of this days.    When a Senior Manager with 
the  Bank of Scotland, he took early retirement to pursue a calling of a different kind.  He became CEO for 
Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society, now knowns a EMMS International. In this role Robin continued to be 
led by a value-based leadership model using many of his skills from his time in the Bank. Leading the  
Computer Operational Department, he enabled his knowledge to be transferred and was instrumental in the 
upgrading of the organisation.   This allowed him to visit many a project in India, Nepal, Palestine and Israel 
leaving each place with a heart for everyone he met.   It would seem God directed Robin into places others 
could not reach, he and his team at EMMS making a positive and lasting impact.   Robin was also influential in 
the linkage between Encongolweni and Dalgety Parish Church, visiting Malawi a couple of times with members 
of the congregation, and friends from Engcongolweni to Dalgety.  He told their story wherever he went and  
continued to keep in touch with them up until he became unwell.  

He had a heart for justice and peace, dedicated to raising awareness of any and all injustices.  

Robin served well as a Reader across Presbytery and was very well received.     

There is so much to say of Robin’s life and work; through it all supported and encouraged through his love for 
and from his family.  He was a man who lived his life in the fullness of faith, treating everyone with much 
respect. His wisdom, gentleness,  
determination for peace, justice and  
fairness for all people will be missed  
in our world.  

Please keep Robin's wife, Nan, and his 
children, Susan, Bob and Ian in your 
prayers, alongside David, his brother, 
and his family.    

Robin's funeral will be at Fife: Forthview 
Parish Church Dalgety at 10.15 am on 
Wednesday 26th August and then on to 
Dunfermline Crematorium for 11.30 am.    

All are welcome to attend. 



Page 3 Presbytery News 21/08/2026 

Kingsbarns Church—Music for Summer 
We are happy to announce that the Music for Summer event at Kingsbarns Church, which took place on  
Saturday 15th August, was able to raise £479 in donations to help look after their fine organ!  

We offer our congratulations to the success of the fundraising and wish them the best in taking care of their  
organ! 

Volunteer needed for Presbytery Newsletter 
As you may be aware, the Fife Presbytery Weekly Newsletter has been produced by Stewart Lennon for the 
past year. 

After much thought, Stewart has decided he will be stepping back from the role of producing the newsletter 
from mid-September, as he is returning to his studies and will no longer have the time to commit to the  
newsletter. 

We are looking for someone who is willing to volunteer as the new editor for the Presbytery Newsletter.  
If you, or someone you know, is interested, please email Evelyn at econnell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

We wish Stewart the best in his studies, and hold him in our prayers! 

mailto:econnell@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Are you an admin wizard, with social media skills? 

Do you understand, enjoy and have a mind for how 
Facebook works? 

We are looking for a volunteer from within Presbytery to manage 
and keep the Presbytery Facebook Page up-to-date.  

If you’d be interested please contact the Presbytery Office - 
Fife@churchofscotland.org.uk 

facebook.com/ FifePresbytery 

Presbytery Facebook Please send any articles and photos 

or flyers to be included in the  

Presbytery Weekly News or on the  

Facebook Page to Evelyn at: 

fife@churchofscotland.org.uk 
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Freuchie Church Hall from 2pm till 4pm 

Friday 18th September 

Friday 16th October (For CHAS) 

 

Entry is by donation 

Fife Eden Tay Parish  
Monthly Afternoon Teas  
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MDS Opportunities - Outside Fife 
There are currently no MDS posts within Fife Presbytery, but if you are interested in roles outside of Fife, there are 
still plenty of options! 

For other MDS posts outside of Fife, visit https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about-us/vacancies-and-
volunteering/ministries-council-posts 

And for locally funded posts, visit https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/get-involved/vacancies-and-
volunteering/locally-funded-posts 

Downtown - Stories of Urban Mission across Europe 
The book "Downtown" is subtitled “Stories of Urban Mission across Europe” and has wide relevance to 
the mission of the Church of Scotland. Published by the Handsel Press, the editor, Revd Dr Jock Stein will 
attend as a special guest. 

The launch is planned on Friday 18 September 11.00-13.00 at the 
Steeple Church (now ‘Law Church’) Dundee. A light lunch will be 
on offer. For catering purposes, it would be helpful if persons 
hoping to come can indicate through my email address below. 

On 18 September copies of ‘Downtown’ will be available at  
discount (£8 each). Afterwards, copies are obtainable from the 
author at £10 each – contact robertacalvert@gmail.com 
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Light in the Darkness - A day of prayer for the Church 
of Scotland and the communities of Scotland  

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it - John 1:5 

We know that darkness is real - in our experience as churches over recent years, and the experience of our 
communities across Scotland. But we are people who know that light is real too. Found in Jesus. Bigger than 
darkness. Always overcoming. 

The Faith Action Programme Leadership Team is calling for the Church to come together in prayer this  
Autumn, to pray for more and more of the light of Jesus Christ to break out and transform our churches and 
our communities. To ask God that we might see Him bring hope in all these places. 

On Saturday 31 October, we’re inviting as many people in the Church of Scotland as possible to join in with 
praying for our Church and praying for our communities. We’d love to see congregations, presbyteries and 
small groups get together for one hour that day to pray - and for individuals who can’t connect to  
something in their area to join in with some things we’ll offer nationally online. 

It could be a led service of prayer and reflection. It could be a group prayer gathering. It could be a time with 
interactive prayer stations. In the coming weeks, we’ll be producing resources for churches and  
presbyteries for all these different ways to pray. We’ll also share details of how people can connect online 
with a national coming together for prayer for those who want to do that instead or as well. It may be that you 
don’t need or want any of that, and you’d rather just pray your way as a church. Great! Please though, do join 
in with praying together on that date. 

Look out for more details on the Church of Scotland website, further emails in coming weeks, and on our 
Church of Scotland social media posts. But in the meantime, please mark Saturday 31 October in your diaries 
as a time for people in your church and/or presbytery to gather to pray. Perhaps you could begin thinking 
about how, when and where you might meet that day. 

Why put this in the diary along with everything else?  
Because we believe that the whole Church of Scotland uniting 
in coming to God expressing hopeful dependence on Him  
bringing change will be powerful. Because we’re curious to see 
what the difference could be if we call out to Him together, in  
all our diversity of worship and theology. Because it’s getting 
dark that week, and we want to head into the winter filled with 
hope in Jesus the Light of the world. But maybe most of all,  
because we see and we love a hurting world that needs the  
light that Jesus can bring it. 

On Saturday 31 October, let’s pray. Let’s pray together. Let’s 
pray for light in the darkness. For the Church of Scotland and 
the communities of Scotland, and across the world in the  
places we worship and serve. 

Scott McRoberts 

Vice-Convener, FAPLT 

Convener, Mission Support Programme Group 
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Presbytery of Fife, Presbytery Office, Wellesley Centre, Wellesley Road, Methil, KY8 3PD  
Office: 01333 400191  Mobile: 07340 461921 

Email: fife@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Charity No. SC050563 

Dates for your diary 

Weekly Prayer 
Lord Jesus, as You once asked Your disciples, “Who do you say I am?” (Matthew 16:15),  

we come before You today with hearts ready to answer with faith and conviction. In a world full of noise,  
opinions, and distractions, help us to hear Your voice clearly and to recognise Your presence in every moment.  

Teach us to respond not out of habit or tradition, but out of a deep, living relationship with You. 
Gracious Lord, we thank You for the revelation given to Peter, who declared, “You are the Messiah,  

the Son of the living God.” May that same revelation take root in us.  
Strengthen our belief when doubts arise,  

and remind us that true understanding comes not from human wisdom  
but from the Father’s gracious unveiling. Let our confession of faith be bold, sincere, and unwavering. 

Holy God, You declared that upon this rock You would build Your Church,  
and the gates of hell would not overcome it.  

We pray for Your Church today—across nations, cultures, and generations.  
Guard it from division, apathy, and fear. Fill Your people with courage to stand firm in truth,  

compassion to love deeply, and humility to serve faithfully.  
Make us living stones in the spiritual house You are building. 

Merciful Father, You entrusted the keys of the kingdom, giving authority to bind and loose.  
Teach us to use the spiritual authority You’ve given with wisdom, gentleness, and discernment.  

Help us to speak words that bring freedom, healing, and restoration.  
May our prayers align with Your will, releasing Your purposes into our homes, communities, and world. 

 
Lord Jesus, as we reflect on this passage, shape our hearts  

to know You more fully and follow You more faithfully.  
Let our lives be a testimony that proclaims who  

You truly are—the Christ, the Son of the living God.  
Strengthen our steps, deepen our devotion,  

and guide us in every decision.  
May Your truth be our foundation and Your love  
our motivation as we walk with You each day. 

 
Amen 

 

Sunday 23rd  August 2026 : 1pm-4pm 
Riverside Park, Glenrothes 

Fife Ecumenical Fun Day Picnic 
 

Saturday 19th September : 10am 
September Presbytery Meeting 

Morning Conference Session followed by Business Session 
 

Saturday 21st November 2026 : 10am 
November Presbytery Meeting 

Communion Service followed by Business Session 
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