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Letter from Eileen Miller
Interim Minister
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Greetings Friends, s
It has been a long and wet winter but isn’t it
wonderful to notice the green shoots of the daffodils
beginning to push through the soil reminding us that
Spring is around the corner! The Spring ecluinox is on
20th March at 2.46pm so not long now!! | love the
season of Spring and marvel at how buds begin to
flower; crocuses and daffodils pop up their heads and
trees renew their leaves. Colour and beauty emerge
after the winter to remind us that the seasonal cycle
of death and new life is part of nature.

Last night | was at the Fife Festival of Music in Adam
Smith Centre and was uplifted by the singing of all ten
choirs, including the Langtoun Singers, the choir | have
been part of for more than 10 years. The choirs were
performing in the non-competitive choir evening.
There were amazing choirs from Fife and two from
beyond the boundaries, travelling from South
Queensferry and Livingston. It was a wonderful
evening and our church’s own choir - Bennochy
Community Choir - sung their three songs so well. The
second song they sung was ‘A Million Dreams’ from
‘The Greatest Showman’. For some reason, as |
listened to them, the second verse from that song
struck me and | wanted to share it with you.

There's a house we can build Everﬁ room inside is

filled With things from far away The special things |

(cjompile Each one there to make you smile On a rainy
ay.



| think that verse reminded me of the hymn “Let us
build a house” and as | reflected later, | thought of
the journey that Langtoun Central church has been on
since the date of union on 1 January 2025. |
understand that the process of bringing four
conﬁregations into one has not been without many
challenges, the hurts and the wounds may be hidden
but felt by some, and yet the reality is that you have
made progress on this journey.

The words of the first verse of “Let us build a house”
speak of a people who not only dream “a million dreams”
Ifaultl who also hope, have vision and learn to forgive, as
ollows:

Let us build a house where love can dwell
And all can safely live,

A place where saints and children tell
How hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
Rock of faith and vault of grace.

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
All are welcome

All are welcome

All are welcome in this place.

This is the road that the congregation of Langtoun is
travelling and it is heartening to note how far you have
come far in a relatively short space of time. It is ‘a work
in progress’ just as we ourselves are ‘a work in progress’.
There is more still to be done to build the house, and it
will take all of us, to dream a million dreams, to pray a
million prayers, to have vision ‘for the world we're
gonna make’.



Some recent developments.....

We are in the process of preparing and filling
children’s activity bags suitable for different age
groups which will be available in the vestibule for use
during Sunday services. | am keen to make worshif as
welcoming and hospitable a space for all ages and this

is part of doing that.

There was a conference for the congregation on
Saturday morning, 31st January, to set the aims and
objectives for the next three years. Seventy-eight
people attended and contributed to the process. You
can read more about this conference in this
newsletter.

To have more clarity about purpose and remits of Kirk
Session committees, there is work taking place which
will lead to a Kirk Session handbook which will be
presented for approval by Kirk Session in the February
meeting. To cover gaps in the committee structure, |
have been working on creating some new committees,
including Mission and Outreach, World Mission and
Worship and Education. This is a work in progress.

The Kirk Session agreed in December that of the 2.5
Full Time positions on the Presbytery Mission Plan, of
which one is a Minister of Word and Sacrament, the
other full-time role should be a Deacon. A Deacon
completes the same training as a Minister of Word and
Sacrament and is called to a role of Word and Service.
Minister and a Deacon can work together to serve well
the large parish of Langtoun Central church and
consideration has still to be given to the 0.5 position
which will complete the team. Alongside the Minister,
a Deacon can be part of leading worship, conducting
weddings, funerals, providing pastoral care and



reaching out into the community. This is a work in
progress as | liaise with Presbytery and 121 George
Street to get the Job Advert live.

The new audio-visual sound system has been installed
in the Bennochy building. Over the next few weeks
there will be tweaks to it as the new system settles in
and those on the sound desk team become familiar
with the new system. | would like to thank Jim
Neilson for his time and effort in this project. It is
hoped to have a small skilled team of volunteers
trained in the new sound desk system.

As you will note from the above, there are many
things that are a work in progress!

More information will follow in due course.

Blessings in Christ,

Eii’m

Prayer for Spring
Dear God, Thank you for the change of seasons.
As we leave behind a winter that wore out its welcome.
May we step into spring with a fresh heart,

ready for nature to take its course
May this season bring joy and light,

peace and prosperity, and a spirit in full bloom.

Amen.
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Congregational Conference
Saturday 31 January 2026

Seventy-eight people from Langtoun came to the
conference along with Eileen, Gayle Lennon representing
Presbytery and the two facilitators from the Interim/
Transition Ministry team: Rev Sandra Black and Rev Muriel
Pearson. Before the hard work started, there was a
welcome breakfast of bacon rolls and teas or coffee.

The purpose of the conference was to give the
congregation a voice into the Transition Ministry which
was agreed at a meeting last year. The feedback of the
conference will help to shape the aims and objectives of
the next three years. Towards the end of the three-year
period, there will be another conference to review the
process.

The flexible space of the St Bryce Centre sanctuary was a
good space for the conference with the seating being
grouped into nine groups to aid discussion. The three
questions discussed were as follows:

Question 1

What has happened over the first 3 months of this interim
ministry that has given you hope or encouragement or
that you have enjoyed?

Question 2

Is there anything from your journey as a congregation to
this point that you think needs to be attended to enable
you to build a strong future as a congregation?

Question 3

This time next year, what would you most like to be able
to say about Langtoun Kirk?

What are your top 3 priorities?
What resources to you need for this to happen?



It was helpful for me to be able to observe and listen to
the feedback which was both insightful and frank. There
were themes that emerged from the feedback including
the following:

More frequent communication, different forms of
worship to accommodate different ages/folk, review of
where Sunday worship will be held, the accessibility of
worship, a welcoming and hospitable community, more
focus on mission and outreach, unity: to feel like one
church family, to be financially sustainable, to have
additional ministerial support in place (i.e. 2.5 full time
posts in Presbytery Mission Plan).

A report will be written up by my colleagues and sent to
me in the first instance. It will be thereafter made
available to Presbytery, Kirk Session and the
congregation.

If you would like any further information, please do not
hesitate to speak to me or to George Drummond, Session

Clerk. E\Q@ey\
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Deaths

Merciful Father,

We lift up the souls of the faithful
departed into Your holy care.
Amen

Mrs Anne Jackson Mrs Margaret Anderson
Miss Elizabeth Halkett Mrs Mary McLaughlin
Mrs Elizabeth Campbell Mrs Christine Adamson

Mr David Williamson Mrs Eleanor Smith
Mrs Mary Duncan Mrs E. Anne Anderson

Mr Alan Thomas Clark Lockhart




Questionnaire Update

During October and November last year, a questionnaire
was sent to all members and adherents. The aim was to
connect with our congregation, asking about their
communication preferences and any pastoral care needs.
Where possible, we also wanted to update and correct
contact details for our congregational roll.

Overall, we received a 62% return to the questionnaire.

There were 40 responses with added comments received
by email: 37 from females, 13 from males.

The comments fell into one (or more) of the following
categories:

Sharing information/ updating personal details 2
Pastoral care information 1
General thoughts 5
Use of both buildings 4
Lack of consultation with congregation g
2
1
1
1
1

— —

Request lines/ no further contact

Seating issues/ comfort in Bennochy Building
Finances

Online video/sound on Sunday mornings

Parking issues at Bennochy building

Access to Bennochy building for wheelchair users

(NB: there are more than 40 comments in total as some
1Eespondents recorded more than one response on their
orm.)

There were 12 added comments received from paper
copies returned to us: 10 from females, 2 from males.

The comments fell into the following categories:

w

Advising of their communication
Reasons for attendance/lack of attendance
General positive comments 2

w



Lack of consultation with congregation over

recent decisions 2
Financial comments 1
Pastoral care request 1

All of your comments have been passed on to the Minister,
Session Clerk and the Pastoral Care Team.

Thanks go to everyone who delivered, collected and
collated the information returned to us and a big thank
you to everyone who responded to the questionnaire.

World Day of Prayer
n

»
Kirkcaldy Congregational Church; OQ)\ A o 'f.‘y{;
2pm on Friday 6th March = e b— b
Theme - " | will give you rest - Come” ‘o; 5

Representatives from most Kirkcaldy
congregations will be taking part.

All are welcome

Langtoun Guild

The Guild meets every 2nd and 4th Tuesdays in the small
hall at St.Bryce Centre.

We have a full programme ahead with a visit from RNLI,
Origins of Scottish Surnames, and an adventure with
Arthur Lloyd to name but a few.

We currently have between 24-30 Members and you are
welcome to join us at any or all our meetings, enjoying
fellowship, not forgetting the welcome cup of tea or
coffee and a good blether.



Surprise for Brian Fairful

Some of you who were at November’s Remembrance
Service may recall the Hymn Brian wrote called ‘I Stand
Alone’ to the tune ‘Eventide’ (Abide With Me) being
played then.

1. | stand alone: in silent reverence;
thinking of youth, gone, cruelly torn away.

Forever young, while | am old and grey,
| still remember them, each passing day.

2. Just as it was, with poppies all around;
| stand with head bowed, and remember them.
Off we all marched, with hopes of victory.
Battles are over now, they are, at rest.

3. Not just today, but, every morning's light,
and when the sun sets, they're with me at night;
Never forgotten, always in my thoughts.
Such was the price we paid, when peace was bought.

4. On that great day: the day to end all wars;
much was the joy, but mixed with bitterness.

Peace did not last: whenever will we learn?
Until that day, we will remember them.

When the King was in Kirkcaldy for the Centenary of the
War Memorial Briandpresented the King a copy of his
Hymn, then followed with a letter, never expecting to
hear more about it.

Imagine his surprise when he received a reply showing the
King had “liked it, and found it very moving”.

Brian trusts he can share these comments from his
Majesty with you all.
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Congratulations

Two of our members, Margaret and
Sand% Ireland, celebrated their Blue
Sapphire Wedding Anniversary
recently.

They were married 65 years ago on '
7" January 1961 in the town’s Pathhead E U
Congregational Church.

They marked the occasion with a dinner at the Abbotshall
Hotel [];oined by their daughters, Sandra and Jill, along
with their families. Additionally, they connected with
their son, Innes, and his family in Australia via a
Facetime call.

They also received beautiful flowers from the church and
are thankful for all the good wishes extended to them.

Happy Retirement!

After 15 years, over 200 quizzes and a small fortune
raised for Church funds, our quizmaster, Bob Docherty
produced his final quiz in December.

Over the years ‘Bob’s quizzes’ have become part of
Church life and have been greatly enﬁoyed by Church
members and friends. Covid forced them online, and
more recently they have been available both in the hall
during Sunday teas and on our website, where the most
recent quizzes can still be found (along with the an-
swers?]. Subjects included general knowledge, geography,
local history, the Bible, Scots words and phrases and, of
course, numbers and football.

Thanks for all your hard work Bob - yer quizzes will be
missed!
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at Bennochy Building
Thursday
11am until 2pm
(last orders 1.30pm)

Serving tea, coffee and
home baking from 11am and
light lunches from 12 noon.

St Bryce Café

Monday - Thursday
10am until 2pm
Serving tea, coffee and a
large variety of
homemade cakes.
Breakfast rolls are available
from 10am
and hot lunches and soup
from 11.45am - 1.45pm
We specialise in
gluten free cakes.

Daffodil Coffee Morning and More

The Social Committee are planning to hold a Daffodil
Coffee Morning in the hall at the Bennochy Building
between 10am and noon on Saturday 28" February.

We would be very grateful for any offers to help, either
on the day, or to provide some baking for the tables. We
plan to keep it simple-just time for folk to meet and have
a chat.

We are also hoping that some other organisations within
the church, or who meet in the church might hold similar
events over the year, in one or other of the buildings,
which would allow people to meet them [and each other]
and hear more about their activities.

Looking ahead, we hope to host a simple Soup and Bread
Lunch after Church on Sunday May 10", with all proceeds
going to Christian Aid.
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Bennochy Community Choir

After our recent performance at the Fife
Festival of Music on the 2nd of February,
choir members have resumed rehearsals
on Monday evenings from 6.30 till 8 with
our recently appointed leader Catherine
Baker. As Catherine is now introducing us to new music,
this is the ideal time to join the choir, although
everyone is welcome at any time. There are no
auditions and fun and socialising are as important as the
singing!

Currently, there are 45 active members including 7
tenor/ baritones who continue to keep up with (and
sometimes out-perform!) all the sopranos and altos.

Thanks to the generosity of choir members, family and
friends, £260 was raised for the Kirkcaldy Food Bank
and Maggies at our Christmas performance in the
Bennochy Building in December.

Calling all Flower Arrangers

The new Flower Calendar is gradually receiving names.
Thanks to all who have already chosen a date/s
to put flowers into the Sanctuary on a Sunday.

For those who would still be happy to choose a Sunday,

please see me in the hall at coffee time on any Sunday.

Guidance is given as to what to do! There is also money

in the flower fund to an for the flowers.

E'Ihis service is so much appreciated by those receiving the
owers.

With thanks
Ruth Fraser (01592 266451) ruthfraser330@gmail.com
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Sole to Soul

Our walking group has about 18 members. We generally
have outings once a month on Sundays after church. The
group is for anyone and all are welcome.

Anyone can suggest or lead a walk. The only stipulation
is that a practice walk or recce is done shortly before
the actual group walk to ensure the route is safe for our
members.

We find that up to 5 miles is a fair distance for
everyone, and pace is up to the individual! We all have
good footwear and carry waterproofs. In the spring we
are looking to start weekday walks again. All the outings
are advertised a couple of weeks before each walk.

We love walking and the chats and the laughs and the
exercise and enjoying the views around our beautiful
county of Fife. But there is one other part of the outing
we all look forward to seek out the best coffee and
scones wherever the walk ends. .

Just before we head for home, we usually gather in a
random circle and say a wee prayer together.

We have a blogsite we hope you will access via the
church website www.langtouncentralchurch.org.uk
Activities - Sole to Soul

If you'd like to join us on any of the walks, you will be
made most welcome. Just text Dianne on 07980 367632
and she'll book a scone for you.

Craft Group

The Craft Group meet every Monday morning 10 am - 12
noon. We are still increasing our numbers with new
members joining, we now have 21 members in the group.

We had a very busy period before Christmas preparing and
organising the Christmas Fayre. Our thanks goes to all
Church members for their donations and also for
participating in the event, you were all amazing, we could
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not have made the Fayre such a success without you. The
Craft Group are so appreciative for your support in making
the grand total of £3,598.55 for Church funds.

We are currently setting up groups, learning new crafts
and also making items for our next event at Easter.
Information for our Easter event will be included in the
Intimations on the Sunday Service Sheet.

Women's Group
We meet fortnightly on Tuesday evenings starting at 7.00pm.

Our opening event, after the Christmas Break was a Quiz and
making preparations for our Burns Supper. We had our Burns
Super on January 20th and had a most enjoyable evening of
good food and entertainment. Thanks to our invited Guests
and ladies in the group, who entertained us. The Haggis was
piped in and we had a variety of Scottish Songs and Poetry.
We had a very enjoyable evening.

We have grown in number this session and we now have 33
members. We have a variety of speakers organised for this
session, Bob Martin talking about Falkland Palace, SeeScape
giving a talk on Vision, a musical evening with Richard
Michael and our Bunny Drive on April 14th.

Please look on the Notice boards at Bennochy and St Bryce
Buildings and the Sunday Service Sheet for more details of
our events.

If anyone is interested in joining us you would be made very
welcome.

Articles published are contributed and may have content which
does not reflect the views of the congregation or that of the
Church of Scotland.

Find us on our website: langtouncentralchurch.org.uk
Contact email office@langtouncentralchurch.org.uk
Phone 01592 640016

Facebook 0 Langtoun Central Church 5




What’s On

St Bryce Centre
Monday Bible Study Group 10:00 am

Tuesday Friendship Group 1st, 3rd and 5th weeks of the
month 1:30 pm

The Guild 2nd and 4th weeks of the
month 1:30 pm
Wednesday Brownies 6pm

Friday Guides and Rangers 6:30pm
Girls Allowed 1st week of the month 7:00 pm
Trefoil Guild 2nd week of the month 6:45pm

Bennochy Halls
Sunday Young Church during morning worship
Monday Craft Group 10:00 am

Carpet Bowling  2:00 pm

Community Choir 6:30 pm

Tuesday Handbell Ringers 2:30 pm
Women’s Group fortnightly 7:00 pm
Country Dancing  7:30 pm
Wednesday Guiding from 5:30 pm
Linktown Halls
Wednesday Scout Group 5:00 pm - 9:30 pm
Thursday  Drift Inn 1st and 3rd weeks of month
from 2:00 pm

Abbotshall Halls

Monday Country Dancing 7:30 pm

Thursday Guiding from 5:00 pm
Friday Scout Group 5:00 pm - 9:30 pm
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